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What do we aim for?



Digital humanities   Design & digital culture           Performing art        Other networks

Dutch Digital Heritage Network

Archives   Libraries       Museums         Media

https://netwerkdigitaalerfgoed.nl 

https://netwerkdigitaalerfgoed.nl


“Users want to be able to find and 
use relevant sources available from 

archives, libraries, museums, and other 
collections, preferably in as 

few searches as possible and at 
the lowest possible cost. 

Right now, users cannot easily 
locate a coherent overview of 

relevant sources.”

Focus on user



National Digital Heritage Strategie

The aim of the National Digital 
Heritage Strategy is to make digital 
heritage more accessible to everyone, 
enabling people and communities to 
experience heritage in the ways that 
suit them best.

https://zenodo.org/records/14760720 

3rd edition

https://zenodo.org/records/14760720


Goals for the network

• Making heritage information widely usable

• Based on a sustainable approach, from source to 
end user applications

• Fostering a dynamic understanding of heritage

• Building the data space for cultural heritage for the 
entire Kingdom



Key principles

● Anticipating (re)use

● Everyone has a role to play

● Agreements are leading

● Decentralise where possible, centralise where necessary



Where are we now?



Digital Heritage Reference Architecture (DERA)

https://dera.netwerkdigitaalerfgoed.nl/ 

https://dera.netwerkdigitaalerfgoed.nl/


Implementing Linked Data standards
Collection management systems with support for :

● Working with persistent identifiers systems (Handle, ARK,… )

● Publication of Linked Data 

● Support for IIIF Image API and Presentation API

● Connection to the Network of Terms service

● Registration in the Datasetregister

Status December 2025: implemented in 100+ institutions



Network of Terms

● 49 terminology sources 
available

● GraphQL API implemented in 
100+ systems

● realtime federated queries over 
SPARQL endpoints

● harmonised to a unified SKOS 
model

Demonstrator: https://termennetwerk.nl
Code: netwerk-digitaal-erfgoed on Github  

https://termennetwerk.nl
https://github.com/netwerk-digitaal-erfgoed/network-of-terms


Datasetregister.nl



Data models for Linked Data publication

● Schema.org NDE-application profile (required)

● Domain model and application profiles (optional)
○ CIDOC-CRM => large scale implementations of Linked Art
○ IFLA/LRM => work on RDA profiles for library and music collections
○ Records-in-Contexts Ontology => work on NL application profile
○ Linked Places format  => work on NL application profile
○ ! Person in Context : NL model for historical person observations and 

reconstructions

● DCAT-AP 3.0(-NL) for describing datasets

● SKOS -  harmonised searches in terminology sources

More info: https://docs.nde.nl 

https://docs.nde.nl/rdanl/
https://podiumkunstnet.github.io/ApplicationProfileRDA/
https://www.ica.org/standards/RiC/RiC-O_1-1.html
https://github.com/LinkedPasts/linked-places-format
https://personsincontext.org
https://docs.nde.nl


User perspective - behavior profiles

direct search browse & discover intense experience create with objects

create with datasets co-create learning gaming

We are developing requirements for functionality & (meta)data 
based on these profiles

For more info: https://zenodo.org/records/14938780 

https://zenodo.org/records/14938780


What will we do next?



Implementation & data quality

● Support program for migrating to the new (version of) 
collection management systems

● Support for improving data quality 
○ standardisation in data entry
○ alignment to shared terminology (manual/bulk)
○ implement of application models

● Support communities to work on domain models

● Work with vendors on out-of-the-box compliant and usable 
systems



Standardisation & implementation

Implementation 
and data quality

Implementation and 
development of 
additional KG & 
transformation services

Requirements engineering, 
standardization and development

See recent report on service platforms (in Dutch)

https://zenodo.org/records/17541400


NL Data Space for Cultural Heritage

Europeana
CLARIAH-NL
SSHOC-NL
(EOSC)
(ECCCH)



What have we learned?



Building the network is about people
● People drive technology adoption

● Decentralized approach: provincial & large organisations 
organisations supporting smaller ones

● Network of professionals: digital heritage coaches, datacleaners, 
working groups, skilled contractors

● Guiding materials on different levels - step by step approach

● Manifest, events, working groups, newsletter, podcasts, cake(!)

● Vendors are strategic partners, create movement in the market



Innovation in CH domain is tough

● (Small) institutions:
○ have no budgets for innovation
○ have many priorities and often no digital strategy
○ many other challenges

● We offer additional support for:
○ migration to new (versions of) the collection information system
○ improving quality of metadata 
○ dealing with copyrighted or GDPR sensitive material
○ education programs for cultural heritage professionals



Doing Linked Data is not easy

● Niche area, not many skilled professionals

● Tools are maturing slowly

● Linked Data creates extra dependencies

● Publishing Linked Data requires permanent attention

● Legacy software and technologies tend to stick 
around for a long time



Start with the brave ones
● Create a coalition of the willing

● Work on examples and learn from them

● Be open and listen

● Don't forget the fun…

HackaLOD - 31/10 & 1/11 2025



Thank you! 
Enno Meijers - enno.meijers at kb.nl

https://mastodon.social/@ennomeijers 
https://forum.swib.org/u/enno
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ennomeijers/ 

https://mastodon.social/@ennomeijers
https://forum.swib.org/u/enno/summary
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ennomeijers/

