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Controlled vocabularies in a graphical user interface for 
manuscript cataloguing
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Agenda

▪ Some facts about the Manuscript Portal (HSP)

▪ Why do we need controlled vocabularies in the HSP?

▪ Modelling of the controlled vocabularies

▪ Controlled vocabularies in the graphical user interface (Cataloguing module)

▪ Usability aspects
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Some facts about the HSP

▪ A central information resource for 

European book manuscripts in German 

collections (currently ca. 146.000 objects)

▪ indexing data (manuscript descriptions)

▪ Digitised manuscripts

▪ Aggregation of data from printed catalogues 

and born-digital manuscript descriptions  

▪ Research hub for manuscript studies 

(Workspace) and Cataloguing Module
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Some facts about the HSP

▪ The Manuscript portal project 

▪ started in 2018

▪ is funded by the German Research 

Foundation (DFG)

▪ is developed by five partner institutions: 

Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, 

Universitätsbibliothek Leipzig,             

Herzog August Bibliothek Wolfenbüttel, 

Bayerische Staatsbibliothek,            

Humboldt University (IBI)

▪ is supported by a Scientific Advisory 

Board
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Why do we need controlled vocabularies?

• Ambiguous, varying, missing information in manuscripts

• Heterogeneity of catalog data

• Interdiscipliarity and specific scholarly traditions in manuscript cataloguing

> Authority data and controlled vocabularies allow for an efficient search and enhance the 
data
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Authority data and controlled vocabularies

• We reuse existing authority data for persons, 
institutions and places (mainly the 
Gemeinsame Normdatei GND)

• For the domain specific terms we build our 
own controlled vocabulary, which is stored 
and maintained in a Knowledge Graph
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Modelling of the controlled vocabularies
Thesaurus terms
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Modelling of the controlled vocabularies
Specialist terms
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What does the editor of the Catalgoguing module do?

▪ Enables scientists to enter structured 

descriptions of manuscripts

▪ Ensures compliance with DFG cataloguing 

guidelines

▪ Reads and writes TEI-XML

▪ Provides authority control by tagging text 

with authority files like GND, controlled 

vocabularies and initia

▪ Easy to use: What-You-See-Is-What-You-Get, 

no XML knowledge necessary
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Editor
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Editor
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Editor
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Editor

Text to tag
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Editor

Thesauri
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Editor

Thesaurus 

expandable
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Editor
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Editor

Concepts
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Editor
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Editor

Selected

concepts
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Editor

Search

by

text
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Editor
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Editor

Search

by

notation
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Editor
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Editor

Thesaurus

with

specialist

terms
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Editor
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Editor

Predefined

relationships

to other

concepts
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Editor
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Editor
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Editor

Multi-

Select

Single-

Select
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Editor
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Editor
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Editor
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Editor
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Usability aspects
Execution of the user tests
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Usability aspects
Moderated Think-Aloud-Test
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Usability aspects
Cataloguing
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Thank you for listening and for your questions!

https://handschriftenportal.de/

Dr. Nicole Eichenberger

Department of Manuscripts and Early Printed Books

Alexander Jandt

Magdalena Luniak

Department of Information Systems and Data Management 

Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin - Preußischer Kulturbesitz

Unter den Linden 8

10117 Berlin

Nicole.Eichenberger@sbb.spk-berlin.de,

Alexander.Jandt@sbb.spk-berlin.de, 

Magdalena.Luniak@sbb.spk-berlin.de  
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